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OOHB-36178 


Factual Report Cancemizig UissoLlul's Liberation 

!• On U Sept 43, the consband^ of the Fixst parachute Training Battalion, 
l&Jor Harald Mors, received a message in Fjrascatl from the headquarters 
of General Student, ordering lilm to report to the latter Imnediately. 

2« POlloirlng bis arrl'7al,''General Student dlsenssed irith Major l&xrs the following 
mission and details: 

(a) Uissolinl was to be liberated on 12 Septeaher 1943* Place: Hotel 
•fQran Sasso^'« Tli&e: 0700 hours. 

(b) For the past several weelcs SS-Liaitenant-Colpn^ Skorzeny had bad the 
special mission of deterndziing ttisscQiiii's whereabouts. The mission as a 'whole 

« had be^ entrusted to him (General Student) by ELtleri % 

(c) Sknrzeny had very cleverly found out where: ^UissoHnl was. Bis misslosi 
was thus accoB^lished. 

(d) the Firat Faradhute training Battalion was to be oomnltted; one congMuy 
was to be dropped In the valley of the Gran Sasso massif, and the mountain 
massif (difference in eleyatlon of 1000 meters) was to be ts^ken in an attach 
by t^ other conpanies idiich were to be marched up by laxid. 

(e) i&Jor liors made a counter-proposal: a surprise landing of one conpany by 
glider in the Gran Sasso, and. support by the b'ttier coopanle8,'idiich would be':: 
marched by land to the Valley entrance and would th^ make surprise use 

Of ^ cable railroad. 

~ (f) Major. Mars's proposal was accepted. : 

9* HuHng the period of preparation, on the morning of. 12 September, Skoraeny reported 
to General Student and asked permission to take part In the operation. . 'General 
Student agreed, and placed Slrarseny, as well as 17 other SS personnel, f jar whom". 
Sko r zeny had also requested permteslon, under Uhior Mors. 

^ * ' ■ ' ■ . • • 

4* Skorzeny reported to Major Ibrs, who, in accordance with General Student's order, 
treated him as. a subordinate v^ltor. Rote: ^Any other interpretation Is Incorrect, 
^ for General Student had taken precautions egaizi^ putting 478 parachutists under 


’ « ’ * ■ ' ' 

5* Hvbnts ond2 S^tember: 

: • •• • . 

° (2i) Shortly after 1400 h<ws the approaching ground staff observed the gliders 

over the Gc^ Sasso. ‘ . 

(b) At about 1416 hours the ground staff occr^ied the valley station. > 

(o) ..-At 1417 hours the fli^t staff reported by radio to Major Mors that the 
libetajtion had taken >plaoe« ^ 

(d) Some of the ground troops reached the mountain hotel by means hf the 

cable railway. ‘ 

(e) "*MaJor Mnrs repax>ted to lAissoli^ ^ ' 

(f) .Skprz^. was already at this time playing the role of liberator and had 
cohsequently* angered the officers of the parachute trpos^.,, 

(g) It was detexmiined that Skorzeny had himself endangered the op^atioh by 
having his pilot dive. In spite of the fact that he was only a guest <m the 

,3 fUsWi. ' ^ ^ V 

6. Skorzeny flew with MbssoXinl to East Prussia,, arriving on 13 SepteDd>er. He 

received . the Shlght's Cross, and on I4 S^te^(er he» spoke over the Deutschlax^ender 
(radio) ^ conpletely dlstocrtij^ the entire event. Mbte: General Student had 
asked Skorzeny to accompany MUasollni so that he would not have to spare a 
parachute troop officer. 
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Biographic Motes on Skorzeny 


I. Before World War ll 

1* Born 3L2 JUq OB, In Austi^a 

2« Student at the Institutes of Technology of Vienna and Qraz 

3« Assistant in Kbeln-Deutz. Also wcrhed for the linz streetcar lijie 
and in a garage In Vienna. 

4. Joined the National -Socialist party In 1950. 

U# During World War II 

1. Drafted into the Luftwaffe in 1939 

2. Transferred to the W^en-SS in 1940 ' 

3« SS-Firat-Lleutenant ^ic-prol>sbly should have read "Lieutenant Colonal^ 
in Office VI (Foreign intelligence Service of the Reich Security Qfflo^ 
iisril 1943 

4» ^<^pecial mission In about Aus^t 1943> to determine Ifiissollsl's idvereabouts; 

^ at this time he vas assigned under General Student. ^ 

5. Safeguarding of Horthy, Junior, la Budapest in October 1944« ' 

6. Sipeolal operation during the Qerman Ardennes off enslve against the Uaas 
bridges at the end of 1944 (operation did not succeed) 

7. In the so-called Alpine Fortress in April 1943 • . ‘ 

8. Reported voluntarily to the Fifth US Regiment in Salsburg on ^15 l&y 1943. 

in. Since 1945 . ^ 

X. 1a a number of prisons and Internee cas^s*. 

2. ihile In one internee cas^, presumably Dachau, est^lxshed" contact with 

Richard Hanser, a men0>er of the Psychological Warfare Si^tlon of the American 
Tv^fth Army GztTup, and also a contact for (or an e^loyee of) the Aim^can 
magazine True , SRorzeny's experiences durlng-.World.'var II, especially hi a 
supposed liberation of Uissclini, were pubUsHsd in^thls pagai?n.ne In Augu st 1^4 8. 
This coUaboratlon with Idr. Eanser was presumably the original basis for 
glcQrzeny's false popularity In foreign countries since the war, since with the 
support of the Asterlcan newspapers these disclosures succeeded in getting 
into the world press, and thus attaix&ed a.|{ort';of documentary value. 

3* Rso^e from the Darmstadt Intemee and Worh Casgt on 26 JHy 194^« 

4* SRorzeny’s whereabouts up to the middle of 1949 remained unkoown. According 
to one unconflrraed story he is said to have been In Argentina, worJclng for 
the nevspffier *Der Weg" (Der Spiegel, NO 29,, 14 Jhly 1949) • 

5. In llxolch in mld-1949. Discussion with a S^iin representative concerning 
the recruitment of German speclalists- 

6. Ih Spain the end of 1949. ' / 

7. In peris, France, and in the Pyrenees in Iferoh 1950. / 

8. Visited In Uadrld in August and September 1950. Allowed himself to be^feted/ . 
there as Uiasolinl*8 llb^ator. ^d dealixiga with a number of political and/ 
military personalities concemlng the transfer of 200,000 able-bodied QCTsn 
men ftnm West Germany In case of a Soviet attadc. Final plan for seetlng upi 
Oermen units In Gpaln. The impressions be created In the Bpanish coital 

were varled,but not icpfavorable, since when he paid his respect, he was 
snoed with references from a nu^sr of supposed eontacta, for exi^le, 'Qezieral 
Guderlan. In this, oormectlon, he had no qpalms about laaidng exaggerated claims 
about bis coHahoraticn with influential persons In West Qecmaxiy. 

.9. In October 1950 he was In the Black Forest. 

10. The end of 1950 he had a meeting wi'^ Dr. Hjalmar Schadht in Franikfusrt. The 
subject of discussion was the transfer of industrles'^to 8paln (recently It 
has been learxxed that thin plan Is now concentrating on North AMoa Inst^). 

U. On 28 Dec 50 he had a conference with General Guderlan and ei^la^d to him . 
his plan for the transfer of 200,000 able-bodied Germans to Gpelxx.^ At th-La 
time General Guderlan believed, with reservations, that HblB plan ml^t possibly 
have the support of the French, since Skorzeny had genuine passports i^ch ‘ 
could have been obtained only with the assistance of the Alll^ autbcc?ltles. 
Subseq]iiently, Guderlan repudiated all.^of Skorzeny'a maneuvers. 
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m January 19^ lie vas again In Uadrld and published some very caustic 
articles in the newspaper "ABC" against the former German generals* 

In February 1951 he again had a conferee with General Quderl^* Poring I 

the course of this discussion he claimed that his former prorftosal for the . ,| 
transfer of able-bodied men was only a canooflage* Actually, he olaliaed, i] 
he h^ a mlssloxL from Allied offices to set pa^lsan and coonandb tro^s 
in Te^ Germany* He also tried to Inflaedce General Guderian against ^ r 

Gener^ 21p^del, by telling him lies about supposed agitation against 
Guderian by fipeidel tn Madrid*. . y. 

Ihe end of Febroary 1951 Stor aeny visited Genral Gpeldel and claimed that 
General Guderian had made very oncooplimentary statements about him (General 
dpeldel)*^ ' At the same time, he off ered some Ideas concerning the fjormatlon 
of a German foreign legion and concerning the transfer of able-bodied men* 

At about the same time (February 1951} he had a conference with SS-ULeutenaxrt* ; 
General Eausser, and told him approximately what he had told Sipeldel and 
Guderian, at the same time havi^ little to say that was eoiaplimfintary to the 
two any generals* ^Bausscv later expressed Mmself in a small circle of 
friends very critically cctocemlng Stor g e n y, saying that he was an ua~ . 
senQmloas and altogei^er wortbleaa character* « "V 

. • .j, ^ ^ 

pa. March 1951 Skorzeny was again In Madrid* ' i 

5- * * 

MGte: Ihere Is no doubt that since about mld-1949 there have been contacts with 
BS offices, presuDably In military and political units* Otherwise the generous? 
granting of visas would have been, inconceivable* . . > 


- end - 
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